390                                 APPENDICES

might break out in Germany by a certain date. Such a policy would
be adventurous. We have no right to take such chances.

19.  The German revolution will in no way suffer objectively if
we conclude a separate peace. It ia probable that the triumph of
chauvinism will weaken it [the revolution] for a time, but the position
of Germany will remain very critical. The war with England and
America will go on for a long time; the aggressive imperialism of
both groups has unmasked itself finally and completely. Under such
conditions a Socialist Soviet Republic in Russia will be a model for
all other peoples and excellent material for propaganda purposes.
On the one side there will be the bourgeois system engaged in a
strife between two coalitions of confessed plunderers, and on the
other side a Socialist Soviet Republic living in peace.

20.  In concluding a separate peace now we rid ourselves, as far
as present circumstances permit, of both imperialistic groups fighting
each other. We can take advantage of their strife, which makes it
difficult for them to reach an agreement at our expense, and use
that period when our hands are free to develop and strengthen the
Socialist Revolution. We can reorganize Russia on the basis of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, nationalize the banks and large
industries, bring about a moneyless exchange of products between
the city and the small peasant co-operatives in the village. All these
are economically feasible provided we have a few months' peace to
work out these projects. Such a reorganization would make Socialism
unconquerable in Russia and in the whole world, and would at the
same time lay the basis for the formation of a powerful workers' and
peasants' Red army.

21. A truly revolutionary war at this moment would be a war
between a Socialist Republic and the bourgeois countries. Such a
war would have to be fully approved by the Socialist army and have
as its object the overthrow of the bourgeoisie in other countries. For
the time being, however, we cannot make this our object. In reality
we should be fighting now for the liberation of Poland, Lithuania,
and Courland. There is not a single Marxist who, while adhering to
the foundations of Marxism and Socialism, would not say that the
interests of Socialism are above the right of nations to self-deter-
mination. Our Socialist Republic has done and is doing everything
possible to give real self-determination to Finland, the Ukraine, etc.
But if the concrete circumstances are such that the safety of the
Socialist Republic is being endangered in order to [prevent] the